THE MAD TOY COMPANY 


G0 WATERMAN AVENUE. RUMSON, NJ 07700 * 908-842-2567 


PREMIUMS 

1960 - O.K.'s - “Yogi the Bear” Swoppet (white) 

1960 - O.K.'s - “Boo Boo Bear” Swoppet (yellow) 

1960 - O.K.'s - “Pixie or Dixie” Swoppet (blue/green 

1960 - O.K.'s - “Tony the Tiger” (yellow)...... 

1970's - Trix - “Trix Tiddle Winks” (mint)...-.. 

1970's - Cap'n Crunch - “Boson’s Whistle™............ 

1960's - Cap'n Crunch - “Fountain of Youth” Comic (MIB). 

1960's - Cap'n Crunch - "Stamp Set” 

1960's - Cap'n Crunch - “Telescope’ 

1974 - Crazy Cow Sticker (mint in original package) 

1974 - Crazy Cow “Trick n’ Teaser” Book No. 4... 

1970's - “Marshall Mallow” Stickers 3 Diff...each... 

1960's - Kool Aid - “Canteen” Green with Clear Strap. 

1971 - “Stretch Pets” by R & L, various in stock, each. 

1970's - “Quisp” Gyrocycle (mint iS 

1969 - My-t-Fine - “Doctor Doolittle,” “Push-me-Pull-you, 
“Jip the Dog” or “Sea Snail,” each 

1950's - Bordon - “Elsie” Gum Charm (copper/exc). 

1960 - Wheat Hearts - “Mr. Peabody and Sherman” Vari-vue 
Flicker premium (nm)...... 5 

1961 - Shredded Wheats - “Lady and the Tramp” Figures, original 
issue, various poses Dogs...12.00 each, Cats......each 20.00 

1970's - Daffy Dogs - “Mountain Dog,” “Guard Dog,” “Jockey.” or 
“Mexican”..10,00 each; “English Police Dog” mip. 

1969 - Frito-Lays “Frito Bandito” Figural Ring (mip).. 

1970's - Monster Cereal - “Count Chocula” Flicker Ring. 

1970's - Cap'n Crunch “ ies: Brunhilda” Figural Ring. 
FIGURE ONLY. 

1970's - Cap’n-Crunch “Ship in a Bottle” Ring 

1964 - Honeycomb - “Mary Poppins” Bert Pop-up Figure, mint on 
sprue (red), 75.00 

1960/1961 - Kellogg's - Hey ‘there it's Yogi Bear mail away prem- 
ium record, in original illustrated mailer with original inter- 
ior sleeve, all Near Mint (RARE)....:.:so:ssssee-secseeses-1685.00 

1957 - Rin Tin Tin - “Name the Puppy” premium pin with original 
paperwork and mailer envelope ecee45,00 

1950's - Sky King - “Secret Signalscope” Mint in mailer box with 
original paperwork (rar@)..cssce-- : 175.00 

1960's - Kellogg's - “Ogg” Caveman Figure. 20.00 

1958 - Shredded Wheats - “Spoonman - Crunchy” Dk.BI. (m)..40.00 

1960's - PF Flyer Branding Set (moc)... 

1960's - PF Flyer “Secret Decoder” (nm). 

1960's - PF Flyer “Secret Compartment” Ring (nm) 

1972 - Warren Magazine - “Cousin Eerie” Ring (nm) 

Misc. Pinback Buttons: 

1976 - 3” “Hair Bear Bunch” Bicentennial (four color). 

1966 - 4” “Green Hornet - Agent” (mint no package), 

1964 - 1” “Universal Monsters” Gumball Pins (all mint) “The 
Mummy,” “The Phantom” or “The Wolfman”...each 12.00 

1962 - 1” “Hanna Barbera” Gumball Pins (all mint) “Magifla Gorilla,” 
°Mr, Jinx” or “Droop-a-long Coyote” .csceseach 15.00 


1970's - Libby - “Libby the Kid” Flicker Cup (mint) 
1970's - “Raid Bug” Mug (NM). 
Proprietor Robert Bruce * Private Appointments available * Send want lists * Please confirm that desired item 
is still in stock * Please allow 3 weeks for delivery * N.j. Sales tax applied Make all payments to “The Mad 
Toy Company” * We have a large inventory of vintage toys and games always in stock * Trades welcome! 


1973 - Booberry - “Rub-on Decal” (MIP). sl 5.00 
1974 - Monster Cereals - Cars.... each 15.00 
1975 - Monster Cereals - Glow Stickers (plastic) Count Chocula 
(yellow/unused) 15.00 
1970's - Frankenberry - “Monster Shape Maker” (MIB).. 0.00 
1975 - Pillsbury - Funny Face - “Ice Trays with Sticks” 3 different 
in stock, each. 15.00 
1972 - Cocoa Puffs - “Sonny/Cocoa Puffs” Shaker Maker (exc) 25.00 
1960's - Honey Comb - “Jungle Book” Spoon Hangers - “Baloo, 
Vulture, Mowglii or King Louie” each. 12.00 
1974 - “Freakies” Magnets (many in stock). 12.00 
1974 - “Freakies” Glider (off box back) “Snorkeldorf” 
1974 - “Freakies” Flippy Flyers with Launcher, each 
1972 - “Freakies” Figures - various poses, each. 
1962 - Whitman - “So-Hi" Coloring Book (mint 
1968 - Whitman - “Cap'n Crunch” Coloring Book (¢: 
1969 - Cap'n Crunch “Note Pad” Book with “Gupp 
offer on back flap (nm). 
1962 - Whitman - “Twinkles, Sanford and Wilbur 
Coloring Book : 
1961 - Whitman - Tell-tale ““Twinkles and Sanford’s Boat” (m)... 
1973 - General Mills - “Monster Cereal” Cloth Beach Bag, printed 
both sides (unused)... 50.00 
1950's - Fritos - “Frito Kid - Circus” Coloring Book, rare in package 
premium 
On : wsntineensenis3 500 
1964 - General Foods - “Linus the Lionhearted” Record featuring 
“Linus, Loveable Truly, So-Hi, Sugar Bear and others” 
(exc).. 
1940's - “Lone Ranger” Roundup Comic Vol. No.2 (vg-+)....35. 
1950's - Cheerios - "Lone Ranger” Town Buildings (pre-assembled) 
“Frontier Hotel,” “Express Office” or Sheriff's Office” 
whole lot... 45,00 
1950's - Post - "Roy Rogers” Pop-up Cards #’s 8, 10, or 2| ea.15.00 
1950's - Tip-Top Bread - “Pop-up Circus” Card set 12 diff. 
CEREAL BOXES 
1972 - “Fruity Freakies” (Patch offer/excellent). 
1973 - “Sir Grapefellow” (airplane offer) (exc to mint 
1958 - Post - “Sugar Crisp” featuring young “Sugar Bear” Front 
exc. box missing head flaps (Mighty Mouse back).......90.00 
Circa 1951 - Kix - “Rodeo Cur-outs” Box, nice early box in very fine 
condition... 85.00 
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
1959- Ben Cooper - “Bat Masterson” - 5 piece Western Outfit, 
includes Vest, Tie, Tie Ring, Belt Slide & Mask, Mint on 15 
1/2" x 18" card... son 75.00 
1959 - Ben Cooper - “Paladin” - 5 piece Western Outfit, includes 
Vest, Tie Ring, Belt Slide, 6 Cards & Mask, Mint on 15 1/2” 
x 18° card (card has Paladin graphics on it)..seeen85.00 
1959 - Ben Cooper - “Yogi Bear” Costume (nmib’ 40.00 
1975 - Ben Cooper - “Underdog” (nm in nmbox} 65.00 
1958 - Ben Cooper - “Popeye” Complete with Vacuform Can of 
“Spinach” overall nm in m Box (plastic mask). ....--.65.00 


Micuact Paaun/THAT Toy Guy-CHARACTER Toys 
72 Pew Bivo., &. Lanspowne, PA 19050-2625 
010-394-8697 Puone I0-IO EST 610-259-8626 FAX 24 Hours 


WE WANT YOUR FUNNY FACES: Paying top dollar for all items related to Funny Face Drink Mix Characters. Paying: $50 
each for 2-handled mugs, $80 for Mint Pitchers, $300 for Mint Drinkstand. Call for my offer on Funny Faces! 


Funny Face 
ITEMS FOR SALE 
Booty GRAPE Ginga 


’ 


Funny Face Mugs—Mint! .emon, Orange, Tuttl-ructi, Punch, 
Watermelon, $15 each. Chocolate $20. Special: all six for 
$60. Grape. Cherry, Strawberry: call for availabilty. 


SEEN ORI 
q 


Funny Faces History: Collecting fig 


ures magazine issue #6 with tw 
page spread, third page insert S10 


Funny Face Walkers: set of 4 


Goofy Grape Sings Funny Face Flyers mint mint wicoins $350. Grape 


(1968) Mall away prem- 
um, Mint unused $64 


4 } 
3 


Funny Face full color, fully licensed 


( 805} mall away prem 
ums, Set of 4 difference 


Cotton embroidered caps $20 each. Grape, Lemor. 
Cherry. or Raspberry. All four caps for $75. 


Cherry, Orange, & 
Raspberry singles also avail- 
able. 


Ayers $38. Sold eke 


where for $15-20 each, shire $16 


Misc FOOD CHARACTERS 
FOR SALE 


ss Cracilel cos ay % fi sg ee. 2 


25 ALDOLL 
Cheesasaurus 
Snap Crackle & Pop minivinyl figures MIB set of 3 Tony Tiger Vinyl whkeos Sia cakes Bane ipate 
$125. also have NM-M large Snap Crackle & Pop set of Cookie jar, 1968 mal! —_yinyi Bank (1980) Macaroni & 
iny ) ren 
Pele away premium. MIB Poptarts mail away Cheese mail 
1033 rare $175. NM $445. premium. VF + away mint $35 
sg or worn but dis- 


z $145 
Fruie Stripe Gum 


Yipe Bendy mint 
$20 


A litle something 10 
‘wash it all down, Talk to 
your Toy Lovin' long aise 
tance friends on this MIB 
unused 7Up Spot Phone 
$125, 


playable $95 


Green Krafe Mac & Kellogg's com- 

Giant Vinyl Cheese Radio memorative 

"70s Figure ‘anyother food cereal box tin Canadian Nabisco inpack premi- 
MIB product radios $20 Hany Hood, Tony Tiger ums. Kevin (Rainbow Chips 
$195— available—<all} Mikrnen Radio MIB fig- Ahoy} & Oreo Kid, mint set $20 
mint loose $35 MIB Vinyl Fgure ural $45 

3125 NM $95 


Tang Gang Guy 
Vinyl Bank. This 
guy's no Goofy 
Grape but is he 
kool. NM-M $35 


Tony Tiger Plush 
Slippers mint $45 


Sprite Lucky Lymon 
Vinyl Figure Wwitatke 
ing mechanism 
(80s mail away} 
MIB unused $35 


Marky Mayzo 
Cereal Viny! 
Figure—call for 
availability, cond 
tion, ang price 


mail away pre- 
nigra. Vinyl 
Bank—scarce. 
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Welcome to the Mon ster 


Cereal Special Edition 


Welcome, earthbound cereal eating mortals, to the Haunted Freakie Magnet 
Monster Cereal Special Edition! This ghoulish issue features the eerie, undead char- 
acters Count Chocula, Frankenberry, Booberry, Fruit Brute and Yummy Mummy. 
These frightening fellows are regaining popularity and seem to be making a come- 
back at General Mills. This is not a bone-chilling surprise. When | was a kid, mon- 
sters were an integral part of life. At preschool for the first time | pretended | was a 
monster and chased the other spineless, sniveling children around the playground 
until the school had to call my mom to come and make me stop. | regularly held 
Haunted Houses, created ghastly models like the Aurora Forgotten Prisoner, 
watched Chiller Theatre, read ghost stories and ghostly comics like The Witching 
Hour, played with my Mego Universal Monsters and ate the spooky stars of this 
Haunted Freakie Magnet! | am particularly pleased to present our frightening fea- 
ture, written by the most enthusiastic of Monster Cereal collectors, Ronnie Salinas. 
Enjoy the article, pictures and this issue while you can, since Ronnie and a lot of 
other unearthly people put a great deal of time and effort into it, and it is likely to 
decay and crumble to mold and dust by midnight on Halloween! Thanks to Rennie, 
Duane Dimock, Joe Riley, Chris Orlando, Ken Thomsen, Jim Wilson, Mika! Vollmer, 
Bud Deegan and everyone else who helped make this spooky issue possible! 


Cereal News 


Atlantique City September 30, Atlantic City, NJ: As usual a good time was had 
by all at the Fall 1995 Atlantique City Holiday Fair! Regulars James Koval, Michael 
Paquin, Brian Razzi, Chris Orlando, Sue Wheelis, Robert Bruce, Eric Sternberg, 
Mike Frigerio, the Gauthiers, the Glews and last but not least Lou Ann Bellmont 
were spotted! | found a ton of Monster Cereal stuff including 3 Count Chocula 
Boxes, a Booberry box, Booberry and Fruit Brute Vinyl Figures and a Frankenberry 
Secret Compartment Ring! There were tons of other cereal items including Quisp 
Space Ships, Quake Miner’s Helmets, Cap'n Crunch Guppy ship mint in the mailer, 
the top part of a Cap’n Crunch Spinning Brunhilde ring, Cap'n and Jean LaFoote 
banks, Cap’n Comics, Bullwinkle and Rocky premiums, Freakies Flip-n-flys, a Fruity 
Freakies Box, a Mr. T Cereal box, a big stash of 80's boxes, Spoonmen, Nits, 
Toolies, Crater Critters and Daffys, and Chris Orlando's great cereal jewelry (1 got 
an awesome silver-plated Frankenberry pin!). This is just scratching the surface, 
folks, there were literally mountains of cereal stuff to choose from. How about 
Cereal Con Il at Atlantique City in March 1996? 


Computer Crunch Jim Wilson continues to expand and upgrade his awesome 
cereal web site! Incredible boxes from Jim’s collection and other cereal information 
make it my favorite! Check it out at http://www.ice.net/~crunch/. | am told that by 
using the web crawler you can find over 200 cereal related web sites on-line. 
Anyone want to do an article on this? Also, see Page |6 for an up close and personal 
Jim Wilson interview conducted by our own Ken Thomsen! 


Scott Bruce 1950’s Cereal Book Scott Bruce's Cereal Box Bonanza has 
begun! Filled with photos of your favorite cereal boxes and prizes from the 1950's, 
this book is a must see! Call Scott Bruce at 1-617-492-5004 for more information. 
Call this same number to get a copy of Flake 18 (or any other Flake). 


The Freakie Magnet 
©1995 by Kevin Meisner 
is @ Cereal Magazine 
for 
everyone! 


WRITE US! 
Kevin Meisner 
92B N. Bedford Street 
Arlington, VA 22201 


CALL US! 
703-527-3485 


E-MAIL US! 
SliderKev@acl.com 


SEND MONEY! 
Subscriptions (4 Issues): 
USA & Canada: $20.00 

Other Countries: $30.00 
Sample Issue: $5.00 
Make your check out to 
KEVIN MEISNER! 
Subscription price includes early 
mailing and First Class postage! 
Let us know if you move! 


ADVERTISE! 

Full Page: $80. Half: Page: $50 
Quarter Page: $25. 
Business Card: $12 

Inside Front Cover: $100 
Back Cover (color): $250 
Classifieds: FREE 
Advertising deadline for the 
Winter ‘95 issue is 
December 3, 1995! 
FREAKIE MAGNET 


Kevin Meisner, Editor 
Sonia Zamborshy, Associate Editor 
Christine Meisner, Assistant Editor 
Mark Schramm, Computer Guru 
jonathan Meisner, Hi-Res Scans 
Jerry Osborne; 4 Color Process 
Souheil Mechiawi, 3-D Graphics 
Richard Dee, CGN 


Disclaimer: The Freakie Magnet is a fun, editor- 
ial magazine about collecting cereal stuff. All 
stories presented in this magazine are the per- 
sonal opinions of their authors. All cereal 
boxes, prizes and advertisements pictured in 
this magazine are owned by private collectors. 
When reporting about and picturing all this cool} 
stuff, The Freakie Magnet does not express or 
imply any connection with any of the cereal 
companies whose products, logos and trade- 
marks are pictured and discussed herein. 
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Crunchy Nuggets 


Hey Kevin! 


Another cool issue - the cover was excep- 
tionally good! | agree with Ralph - why did 
they (Quaker) dump the Crunchberry Beast 
and Smedley!? And don't you think Smedley 
is very similar to George of the Jungle’s 
“puppy” Shep? They both have the same 
voice! Still looking forward to the Freakies 
video - I'll be the first to order it. Well, that’s 
it for now - looking forward to the next issue 
- |'m sure it'll be cool too! Keep making me 


happy! 


Your Freakie Friend, 
Steve Wann 
Baltimore, MD 


Hello again, Steve! You must be the Freakie 
Magnet’s most faithful writer! Thanks for 
the kudos on the cover, it was a last minute 
detail we were able to work out thanks to 
Duane Dimock and the new computer. Hey 
do you ever go to the Greater Baltimore 
Collector’s Mart? You would love it! ! usually 
wear my Ralph Stout Quake or Quisp T- 
shirt, Maybe I'll see you there sometime! 


Hi Kevin- 


| just got the Freakie Magnet #4 and | 
thought I'd waste no time in telling you how 
mutch joy I get with each new issue. It’s the 
only publication | get that makes me immedi- 
ately sit down and read cover to cover. It’s 
always re-assuring to read that I'm not alone 
{ie. 33 yrs. old and a collector of cereal toys, 
among other things). SO many of my other 
friends just don’t understand! Aah - who 
needs ‘em! The only downside of the Freakie 
Magnet is that you make me realize how 
incomplete my collection realty is! Each issue 
seems to uncover some new prize that I've 
just gotta have! Thanks, Kevin, for putting a 
little more fun into our lives! 


Your Pal- 
Mike Howlett 
Cambridge, MA 


Hi Mike! it’s funny but many of my pre-col- 
fecting friends have come to understand the 
draw to collecting cereal prizes or toys from 
one’s past. Assuming a person had a positive 
experience as a child and had some of the 
toys or cereal boxes or prizes at the same 
time, the association between the objects 


and the good times comes pretty naturally. 
This association, considered alongside the 
feet that adult life can be pretty unpleasant 
given the many rapid changes occurring in 
‘our physical and psychological environments 
(see “Future Shock” by Alvin Toffler), makes 
collecting cereal prizes and other toys from 
the past make perfect sense. Sometimes f 
think it is the people who are not interested 
in collecting who have lost their minds! 
Anyway, thanks for your continuing support 
and enthusiasm! You and @ hundred other 
people are responsible for the continuing 
existence of the Freakie Magnet. As long as 
somebody appreciates it I'll keep doing it! 


Dear Kev, 


It's 3. a.m. and | can’t sleep, so | thought I'd 
re-re-read my new issue of The Magner. | 
really enjoyed Ralph S's article. The man's a 
wordsmith and a walking fountain of infor- 
mation. | always spiral into a reminiscent 
flashback as | read the zine - past “hot,” 
through “cool,” “rad,”, very shakily through 
“groovy,” back to when “neat-o” and 
“tough” heralded greatness. Here's a brief 
timeline of my “cereal heyday.” 


Any Saturday morning 1965: Start day with 
full bowl of Honeycomb - ‘cause the new 
Pooh bow! hangers can start the day with 
you and stay with you in pocket all day. Wipe 
down the treasured white go-go boots 
(gotta lose those scuff marks), ride scooter 
around the block and maybe admire some- 
‘one’s new Galaxy 500 (a car, guys) and go 
home to spend hours making creepy 
crawlers. Find bumt Gumby up in pole lamp, 
put there by rotten kid brother. Discover 
that burnt creepy crawlers and Gumby smell 
about the same. After a few episodes of 


Hoppity Hopper, Courageous Cat (and 


Minute Mouse) and maybe Lassie, it’s time 
for Jiffy Pop popcorn and some Clanky 
Chocolate milk. By now it’s bath time with 
Fuzzy Wuzzy soap and Mr. Bubble (remem- 
ber “Help, there’s a man in my tub!”) and 
then off to bed with Lambchop and Charlie 
Horse and my new turquoise Piglet bowl- 
hanger. 


Pick any Sunday in 1970 - Open new box of 
cereal and find... an Odd Ogg cavewoman! 
Hurry and dress for church after breakfast, 
but cavewoman goes to church in white 
patent leather purse clutched in my white- 
gloved hand. Almost stuck her in the collec- 
tion plate. After church we're off on an 
adventure on my really cool pink & purple 
Spider bike with hi rise handlebars and flow- 
ered bookbasket on the front, 4” sissy bar 
on the back. We go to a friend’s house and 
listen to a stack of 45’s, old & new: Ballad of 
the Green Beret; If You Want It, Here It Is 
Come and Get It; They're Coming to Take 
Me Away, etc. A strong debate on what salt- 
peter really is heats up, and so I leave only to 
be confronted by... Kid brother. A Hor 
Wheels track fight breaks out, until 15 min- 
utes later, striped and exhausted we end by 
mutual consent ‘cause Lost in Space is ready 
to come on, | sit with my Jane West, li'l bro 
sits with his Chex Squarecrow, and an hour 
later we're off to bed. School tomorrow 
with vague threats of “new math,” whatever 
that is... 


1974 - Early morning cereal feasts are now 
slowly giving way to time spent ironing curly 
hair (to make it straight), hunting down that 
other Earth shoe, making sure POW bracelet 
didn’t fall off in the middie of the night, and 
trying (unsuccessfully) to decipher “louie 
Louie.” The cereal premiums, like Cracker 
Jack prizes, were going paper, and I was los- 
ing interest, 


1995 - Thankfully there are flea markets, 
yard sales and generous friends to help when 
you slide into second childhood. There's 
nothing like seeing old friends, touching old 
memories, or maybe, if you're lucky, finding 
an old turquoise friend to have an adventure 
witht es 


Forever Freakin’, 
Lou Ann Belmont 
Newark, Delaware 
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Monster Madness! 


by Ronnie R. Salinas, Jr. 


| believe the Monster Cereal line is the greatest 
achievement in the history of breakfast cereal pro- 
duction. This may seem to be a bit of an overstate- 
ment, but allow me to tell you why I think it’s true 
and possibly bring you into the fold of Monster 
Cereal fanatics! 


.| For me it began several years ago when my father 
= brought home a vinyl Count Chocula doll from the 
local flea market. | had already been collecting Aurora Models, G.I. 
Joes, Mego dolls and many other things for quite some time and was 
looking for something new, When | first laid eyes on the Count doll | 
was struck by a barrage of long-forgotten early childhood memories. 
I heard the Count’s eerie yet friendly voice speaking to me from the 
television set! | could taste the creamy, chocolatey flavor of the cere- 
al, and feel the scrape of the marshmallows against my teeth (to this 
day | am convinced that they mix some kind of industrial chalk into 
the marshmallows)! Best of all, | could remember watching Count 
Chocula, Frankenberry and Booberry scare the *&%#!% out of 
each other each saturday morning. | knew in that instant Monster 
Cereals would be my new collecting obsession. 


HISTORY OF THE MONSTER CEREALS 


Count Chocula and Frankenberry began production in late 1971. 
It was an attempt by General Mills to capitalize on the popular 
monster craze that had been going on 
since the mid-60's as well as an 
attempt to compete with the other 
character-based cereals of the time. 
But Count Chocula and 
Frankenberry were not simple one- 
dimensional cartoon characters 
whipped up to promote a breakfast 
cereal: each was created with a very 
distinct look, voice and personality 
designed to make a big impression on 
television and a dominating presence 
‘on the box in the cereal isle. The 
cereal itself was very, very sweet and 
had an abun- 


Introducing the Nutritious Monsters. 


Lorre. Count Chocula and Frankenberry had the voices of Bella 
Lugosi and Boris Karloff respectively, and the three certainly made 
an unholy trio. Booberry’s box was similar to the others and he also 
featured prizes immediately upon arrival. The cast of three became 
more popular and the commercials more fun. But sales of each indi- 
vidual cereal slowed a bit since now a parent's dollar was stretched 
between three cereals instead of 
two. 


‘Over the next few years 
Monster Cereals became the 
staple food of many children's 
breakfasts and there was an abun- 
dance of in-pack prizes and send- 
aways (rivaled in number only by 
the sheer hordes of Cap'n 
Crunch items). Around !975, a 
fourth Monster Cereal 
appeared. At first only available 
regionally, Fruit Brute, a were- 
wolf character, was the obvious 
extension of the gang. But some- 
how Fruit Brute didn’t quite fit 
in. He lacked the scary edge of the other monsters, and his brightly 
colored striped overalls would have looked 


dance of tasty little marbits. From the very Was? = 
beginning prizes were placed in the boxes, 
the Frankenberry Pop-Rocket and 
Count Chocula Puff Plane being the 
first, The cereal proved to be a good seller, 
fairly popular with both kids and parents. 


A year later, Big G added a third character 
to the jine-up and Booberry was born (or 
you might say died). Booberry was a 

spooky little ghost with the voice of Peter 


better on a psychedelic 60's band member 
raking a ride on the magic bus. 


Fruit Brute’s box was similar to the other 
three, and the cereal was, of course, fruity. 
He had several premiums, both character 
and non-character which was a change since 
all Monster Cereal premiums had been 
character-related to this point. Today he is 
one of the most popular Monster Cereal 
characters. His boxes and premiums are the 
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We are Family! 


most sought after and expensive. He recently had the unique distinc- 


tion of being featured prominently in the movie Pulp Fiction (When 
{saw Pulp Fiction | 
was in a packed theatre 
with my wife Candice. 
When the Fruit Brute 
box came on | jumped 
to my feet, pointed at 
the screen and yelled 
“Look, Fruit Brute!” 
At that moment | real- 
ized that approximately 
400 people had turned 
from the screen and 
were now staring at 


an 


Fruit Brute Bicycle 
Handlebar Airplane 


me! Meanwhile, Candice was slith- 
ering as far down into her seat as 
she could, trying to look like she 
wasn't with mel). 


For the next several years very little 
changed at the Monster Castle. But 
towards the late 70's things began 
to shake up. Strange Monster 
Cereal items were popping up on 
the toy store shelves. Pencil bags, 

| erasers, rulers, back packs, note 
pads, and ink stampers could be 
bought in a store! This proved to be 


beneficial to Big G, Now they had an 
extremely successful cereal line and hot 
licensing property. This practice contin- 
ued until the mid-80’s. Sadly, Fruit Brute 
was never considered popular enough to 
be added into this venture, so there is 
precious little store-bought merchandise 
featuring him. The only item I know of is 
the vinyl doll which was part of a set of 
four available as a store-bought item and 
sendaway at the same time. 


In 1979, the boxes of Count Chocula, 
Frankenberry and Booberry changed. 
Their likenesses became smaller with a 
more animated 
pose. They 
were shown standing behind a large bow! 
of cereal pouring a pitcher of milk into it. 


Monster 
Beach Towel 


Rare Pillow! 


Store-bought Monster 
Magnets 


‘There may be a variation 
to this box since | have seen animation cels featuring the monsters 
holding spoons instead of pitchers but | have not seen an actual box 
like this. In any case the change was long overdue. The cereal itself 
also changed as the marbits became larger and more varied. 


A variety of store-bought items and the 
Monster Records (in-packs). 
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CHOCOLATE FlaveR 

FROSTED CEREAL + 

CROCOLATE FLAVOR 
MARSHMALLOWS 


Fruit Brute’s box never did change. Cereal sales of Fruit 
Brute were on the decline and he slowly slipped away. Available 
only regionally until 1983 when he totally disappeared, the 
demise of Fruit Brute did not affect the monster line. Several 
years went by with no changes except fewer prizes and send- 
aways were offered. 


By the later half of the 80's the Monsters were at an all-time low. 
Sales were very poor, no prizes were being offered and the 

boxes had not changed in about seven years. It was time for an 
overhaul. 


In 1988 a new set of boxes 
appeared. They showed the 
Count, Frank and Boo from 
the waist up in front of a 
cereal bowl with their arms. 
raised above their heads and 
marshmallows floating in 
front of them. Count 
Chocula and Frankenberry 
looked very different. They 
had been softened up and did 
not look scary. Booberry 
had been changed the most. 
He was all wiggly and long. 
He had larger eyes and 
looked more like a boneless 
blue baby than the Booberry 
of old. Why Big G decided to 
make such drastic changes is 
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not known. They must have figured that the change would be good. 
Along with the new look came a big advertising push. There were 
many coupons and ads as well as a group who traveled from store to 
store in big, full bodied costumes of Count Chocula and 
Frankenberry handing out free samples. 


Shortly after the new styles, Count Chocula and Frankenberry 
came out with a pair of absolutely fabulous boxes! They pictured 
drawings of the real Count Dracula and Frankenstein’s Monster 
with Count Chocula and Frankenberry running away looking terri- 
fied! They were really funny and the likenesses were excellent. The 
Count Chocula box also caused a bit of controversy. When the first 
box hit the shelves it 
showed Dracula wearing 
a medallion that looked 
like a Jewish Star of David. 
A few vocal Jewish groups 
complained to Big G and 
managed to get a consid- 
erable amount of publicity 
both in print and on televi- 
sion. In response Big G 
re-issued the box with the 
medallion removed. This 
unique turn of events has 
lead many people to 


believe that the box with the star is 
rare and valuable. Just the opposite 
its true. Because of all the publicity 
at the time, many people saved this 
box hoping to cash in later. 
Everyone from homemakers to 
business people managed to stash at 
least one away, making it one of the 
easier and more common boxes to 
find. It is much more difficult to find 
the box that does not have the 
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A few months later other new 
boxes hit the shelves. A newset 
was sold briefly in 1988-1989. 
These boxes showed Count 
Chocula, Frankenberry and 
Booberry’s faces which took 
up the entire front of the box. 
In addition, each box had a 
moving set of “flicker” eyes 
glued to the box. They were 
very similar to the moving eyes 
featured on boxes of Trix pre- 
Viously. These boxes were 


eventually shrink-wrapped to 


prevent children (and moth- 
ers?) from tearing the eyes 
from the boxes in the grocery 
store, There was also an addi- 
tional Count Chocula box 
with a large bat of the front 
with the same eyes. 


These boxes seemed to sell 
out quickly and I have ne doubt 
why. Imagine you are an aver- 
age child or even a cereal box 
collector casually strolling 
down the cereal aisle looking 
for something interesting. Just 


as you are about to reach for a box of “Sugar Spiked Atomic Morphin 
Raccoon Flakes,” you see twenty pair of ghost, vampire and monster 
eyes staring at you. As you casually try to walk away, these twenty 

pair of eyes follow you down the aisle like the Mona Lisa. No doubt 


Monster Crayons with 
Yummy Mummy! 


you and many people left the cereal 
aisle with a box under your arm as a 
result of this intimidating experience. 


Now we come to another milestone in the Monster Cereals, the 
1987 introduction of Yummy Mummy, the fifth monster to join the 
monster squad. While sore people claim to have seen Yummy 
Mummy much earlier than this, possibly as early as 1980 or 1981, | 
have not seen a box with such an early date on it. The boxes | have 
are dated 988 and | 991, and the earlier box has “New” on the 
front. | also have a small ad from a comic book (dated |987) that 
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Flicker! 


introduces “The great new 
monster cereal, Yummy 
Mummy.” While it is possible 
that Yummy Mummy was 
test marketed earlier, 1987 
remains the date of introduc- 
tion absent additional infor- 
mation. In any case Yummy 
Mummy is the fifth and final 
monster of the monster 


squad to date. 


Yurnmy Mummy was 
wrapped in multi-colored 
bandages and always wore a 
goofy-looking grin. His cereal 
was fruity and seemed to be a 
reincarnation of Fruit Brute. 
He was shown on his first box 


from the waist up. Only a few Yummy Mummy premiums were 
offered, most of them uninteresting. This is a true shame because his 
character really added to the monster line. Who wouldn't want a 
Yummy Mummy vinyi doll or secret compartment ring to add to 
their collection? 


In the fate 1980's, all of the characters underwent another change. All 
four cereals were given new box art. The pose on ail the characters. 
was identical. They were shown from the waist up with their arms 
outstretched sideways. This gave the boxes a uniform look which 
was very impressive when placed side by side onthe store shelves. 


Sales of the line were doing okay, but were facing stiff competition 
from the other breakfast companies, especially Ralston with its line 
of licensed characters (Batman, Ghostbusters, Barbie etc.). This is 
probably the main reason there are no new prizes or sendaways, It 
simply is not cost 
effective. 


Yummy Mummy 
lasted a few more 
years until he was 
discontinued in 
1992. He did not 
fade out slowly like 
Fruit Brute but 
was dropped 
instantly like a 

bow full of hungry 
weevils. This left the 
original three characters we have today. 


New Frank and Boo 1995! 


Frankenberry and Booberry remained the same until last month 
when another set of new boxes were released featuring new cartoon 
renderings of Frank and Boo with large cut-out masks on the back 
of the boxes. There are rumors of a new Frankenberry foil box that 
was just issued in Canada. The marshmallows continuously change. 
They have been shaped like bats, ghosts, lightning bolts and other 
shapes. There have not been any give-aways in quite some time. The 
most to hope for is an occasional coupon for a free pack of M&M’s. 
or Band Aids. If you are lucky to live in the right area you can still 
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buy new boxes of Frankenberry and Booberry right off the shelf 
for about $4. They are mostly available on the East Coast but can be 
found sporadically throughout the U.S. If you can't find any ask your 
store manager who may be kind enough to order some for you (the 


New Boxes 


same can be said for Quisp, King Vitaman, Kaboom and others, 
though these are not as good as the monsters!). It can be a very 
rewarding experience to once again sit down to saturday morning 
breakfast with a favorite monster buddy! 


Unlike the other two, 

Count Chocula has had a 
great many changes in the 
last few years. Big G must 
believe that the Count is 
their most marketable char- 
acter and have put their 
efforts behind him with 
some very pleasing results. tn 
1993 he was given an incredi- 
ble new box. It pictured a large spider on the front and was made of 
a high quality cardboard that was thick with a glossy coating. It 
reflected light from every angle and was very attractive, It was avail- 
able for a short while and was replaced by another eye catching box. 
This one showed the 
Count holding a bow! of 
cereal and pointing a 
spoon at you, It was 
drawn at an odd angle so 
it looked as if it was actu- 
ally coming right out of 
the front of the box. 
There was also another 
box available at the same 


Flicker Rings 


time. It showed a caricature of the Count on the right side with a 
ghost (not Booberry) on the left. They both appeared to be fright- 
ened and were screaming. This box introduced the new ghost 
shaped marshmallows that 
magically appeared when milk 
was added to the cereal. It 
also had a new television com- 
mercial promoting it. The 
commercial was shown exten- [i 
sively and was well done. Both fF 
of these boxes may still be 
available in stores today. Two 
other new boxes are available 
in stores today. One is another 
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Glowing Lightswitch 
Reminders 
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shiny high quality box like the spider 
box. Oddly enough it shows several wolf 
characters that look a little like Fruit 
Brute without any clothes on (this box 
is know as the “Wolf Foil box" to collec- 
tors). The other shows the Count 
standing on a castle with glow-in-the- 
dark crayons 2s a premium. The very 
latest Count Chocula box is a 3-D box 
featured in this issue’s Gnarly New. 


Toothbrush Holders 
This brings us to the present. As you 
can see the Monster Cereals have had a rich history over the past 
25 years. There is arguably no other line that can compare with their 
longevity, variety of flavors or their uniqueness in character and per- 
sonality. They have had well over 100 premiums and at least a dozen 
commercials. They are still in production and sales of Count 
Chocula are on the rise. It is for these reasons and many more that 
the Monster Cereals continue to be a huge favorite of the collec- 
tors and should take their rightful place standing side by side at the 
very pinnacle of the entire cereal kingdom (now if only | could get 
Big G to make cereals out of my other favorite 
monsters, ! for one would love to bite into a 
spoonful of Vanilla Creature Crunchies or 
Fruity Phantom Flakes!). 


MONSTER CEREAL BOXES 


Now that you've got the history of the line we can 
talk about the good stuff. Let's start off with the 
boxes. Early boxes of Count, Frank and Boo are 
very difficult to obtain. Such boxes only come up 
#| for sale occasionally. The easiest of the early ones 
@ are those with the Star Wars cards as prizes. 
These boxes are found more often with Star 
Wars collectors than cereal collectors. One of 
these boxes is a good place to start for someone 
wanting an older box. The price is usually lower 
than other early boxes featuring premiums which 


Totem Mugs can run over a hundred dollars (sometimes well 


over!). 


For some collec- 
tors Fruit brute 
boxes are the 
“Holy Grail” of 
Monster 
Cereal box col- 
lecting. They are 
extremely rare 
and almost 
never come up 
for sale. if you 
are lucky enough 
to locate one, be 
prepared to pay 
several hundred 
dollars to get it. 


Halloween Bag 


The next series of 


boxes with the monsters pouring milk inte the 
cereal bow! from a pitcher of milk can also be dif- 
ficult to obtain. None of these boxes have come 
up for sale recently so they are difficult to price. | 
got mine from a woman who used them to store 
old letters. The boxes showing the monsters after 
their change in appearance are less in demand. 
Those with their arms above their heads can be 
found fairly regularly and are moderately priced. 


The reat Frankenstein’s Monster and Count 
Dracula boxes can also be found regularly but 
the prices vary drastically from one seller to the 
next. This is especially true for the box with the 
medallion on it. The moving eyes boxes are one 
of the best values in Monster Cereal boxes: they 
can be found easily for under $30 and make great 


Monster 
Mixer 


Secret Compartment Rings 
display pieces. 


Yummy Mummy boxes can be really hard to track down mostly 
because there was very little interest in them until recently. If you can 
find someone who has an extra be sure to pick it up. It should be 
moderately priced but expect to pay more for the first box with the 
word “New” on it. 
The last boxes, those with the arms open side- 
ways, and most of the new Count Chocula 
boxes and the newest Frankenberry and 
Booberry boxes with the cut-out masks should 
still be found on the store shelves. If you can’t 
find any you can order them from advertisers in 
this magazine. Be sure not to overlook these 
“new” ones, the boxes are sure to change again 
and your collection won't be complete without 
them. 
What’s this? 

MONSTER CEREAL PREMIUMS 


Monster Cereal premiums can be grouped into three categories: in- 
pack prizes (stuff that actually came in the box), send aways (items 
you had to obtain through the 
mail) and store bought (stuff you 
could buy at your local toy store). 
Of the three groups in-packs are 
the most popular and collectible. 
The in-packs mainly consist of 
small plastic toys and paper items. 
The most common items are the flat 
plastic figures, totem cups, glow stickers and cars. All of these can be 
found easily from dealers and collectors and are relatively inexpen- 
sive. Harder in-pack items include two different sets of rings (flicker 
and secret compartment), plastic airplanes and door knockers. All of 
these can be difficult to obtain and some can be quite costly. Most of 


Monster Cars 


the plastic items came in a variety of col- 
ors which makes it harder to complete 
sets of these prizes in all the colors. 


It pays to inspect carefully any Monster 
4 Cereal prizes that you buy. There are 
thousands of little pencil top erasers 
floating around that were made from the 
same mold as the original in-pack 
Monster Cereal erasers. These were 
made for gumball machines and lack the 
derail the original erasers had. | have also 
seen a set of the flat figures done in clear 
plastic which are obviously reproductions. So don't be fooled! 


The send away stuff is usually high quality and harder to obtain than 
either the in-packs or store bought items. Send aways were only 
available for short periods of time and were 
net produced in large quantities. The mere 
common items include monster mits, beach 
bags and t-shirts. These are usually moder- 
ately priced and are well worth the money. 
The mere difficult send aways to obtain are 
the Monster Mixer, beach towels, posters. 
and the Count Chocula Castle (see the 
back cover this issue). All of these items 
except the castle are usually moderately 
priced, The castle is the absolute king of all 
send aways. It is a huge children’s cardboard 
playhouse that fits four kids (or two adults!). 
It has secret spy doors, membership cards, 
creepy decorations and revolving window 
characters, It is very rare, and unless you're 
lucky enough to find it at some flea market, 
very expensive. If you have reom it makes. 
a stunning display and is truly the crown 
jewel of any Monster Cereal collection. 


Most store bought items are fairly common 
and not very expensive. They are nearly all 
school supplies and related goods. They 

g add a definite style not available in other 

f cereal premium collections and are espe- 
cially attractive if not removed from their 
original packaging. The most common items are the magnets and the 
crayons, The harder ones to locate are the vinyl dolls (especially in 
the package) and the note pads. 


There are a few things that don’t fit into. 
the above categories like the full body 
Halloween costumes or the 
Frankenberry pillow. These are promo- 


ie items The fabulous 
ey Susan Mendolia 
comeup models the fabu- 
for sale. lous Monster 
Halloween 
Costumes! 
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Monster List of Monster Cereal Premiums 


The following is a list of Monster 
Cereal premiums | have compiled with 
the help of other collectors. it is writ- 
teri in abbreviated form: CC is for 
Count Chocula, FB is for 
Frankenberry, BB is for Booberry 
FrBr is for Fruit Brute and YM is for 
Yummy Mummy. All Three is listed 
for a single item that has CC, FB and 
BB on it. The dates given in the list are 
the best [can come up with at this 
time and I’m sure.there must be many. 
premiums and some boxes I have left 
out. Anyone who fas any further infor- 
mation or has anything to add to my 
fist is invited to speak up. it.is only. 
through the sharing of information that 
we can hope to identify. things, make 
new contacts and help our collections 
grow (I had a Brunhifde. Spinning 
Top Ring for a month before another 
collector told me what it wast). After- 
all that’s what the Freakie Magnet is 
for! 


IN-PACK PRIZES 


FB Pop Rocket (1971) 
CC Puff A Plane (1971) 
Flicker Rings (1972) 
CC Magic lamp 
CC Juggling 
CC Magic Hat 
FB Dancing 
FB Playing Drums 
FB Looking in a Mirror 
Totem Cups (1973) 
CC, FB, BB, Bat, Ow! and Skull 
Flat Figures (1973) 
CC, FB, BB, Bat, Skeleton 
Pencil Top Erasers (1973) 
CC, FB, BB, Bat, Owl and Skull 
Cars (1974) 
CC, FB and BB 
Airplanes (1975) 
CC, FB, BB and FrBr 
Glow-in-the-Dark Stickers (1975) 
CC, FB, BB, FrBR, All Three 
Glow-in-the-Dark Light Switch Helpers 
(1976) 
CC, FB, BB, FrBr 
Spooky Shape Maker (1976) 
CC, FB 
Secret Compartment Rings (1976) 
CC, FB, BB, FrBr 
Tooth Brush Holders (1977) 
CC, FB, BB, FrBr 


Ink Stampers 
CC, FB, BB, FrBr 
Records (From Box Backs) 
Monsters Go Disco 
Monsters in Outer Space 
Count Chocula Goes Hollywood 
lron-Ons 
CC, FB 
Weather Indicators 
BB 
Scratch-n-Sniffs 
CC, FB, BB 
Door Knockers 
CC, FB 
Paint Sets, small 
CC, FB 
Flip-n-Flys 
CC, FB, BB 
Sundazzler (Canadian 1992) 
cc 


SENDAWAYS 


Monster Mits (For Bathtub) (1973) 
CC. FB 

Monster Mixer (Shake Maker) (1974) 
Has All Three 

Bike Flag (1975) 
Has All Three 

Fruit Brute Magic Puzzle (1975) 
FB 


Monster Bathtime Fun Set (Comes with 
Bubblebath, Soap and Washcloth) 
(1978) 

CC, FB, BB, FrBr 
Beach Bag (1979) 

Has All Three 
Beach Towels 

Has All Three in shorts on a surfboard or 
Has only CC and FB in normal attire 
Beach Chair (1980s) 

Has Ail Three with other Big G characters. 
Large Posters with Crayons 

CC, FB 
Coloring Books 

How to be a Good Monster (1970's) 

Play it Safe w/other Big G characters 
(1980's) 
Count Chocula Cardboard Castle 
Vinyl Dolls (1980) 

CC, FB, BB, FrBr 
Crayon Bag with Crayons (1982) 

Has All Three 
Monster Catch Mits (1983) 

CC, FB, BB 
T-Shirts (1987) 

CC, FB 
Count Chocula Stuffed Doll (Canadian) 
Recipe Magic Book (1992) 

CC and other Big G Characters 


Child Identification Kit 

CC, FB and other Big G Characters 
Card Games 

CC, FB, BB and other Big G Characters: 
Crazy Eights, Old Maid 
Yummy Mummy Folder 

Has CC, FB, BB & YM on cover 
Frankenberry Pillow 

Possibly a Prototype 
Magic Secrets Video 

CC, FB in large full bodied promotional 
costumes with other Big G characters 


STORE BOUGHT 


Refrigerator Magnets 
Set of CC, FB and BB on card 
Small Note Pads 
CC, FB 
Pencil Bags 
CC, FB, All Three 
Pencil Sharpeners 
CC, FB, BB, All Three 
Erasers (different than in-packs) 
CC, FB, BB 
Ink Stampers (different than in-packs) 
CC, FB, BB 
School Sets 
Contains small pencil case, eraser, ruler 
and sharpener 
School Back Pack 
Has All Three 
Paint Puppets (1976) 
CC, FB, BB and other Big G characters 
Trick or Treat Bag 
Has All Three 
Halloween Costumes (1988) 
CC, FB, BB 


OTHER STUFF 


Woman's Day Magazine Ad Coupon and 
Iron-On 

Has CC and FB 
Large Full Bodied Promotional 
Costumes (1980's) 

CC, FB 
Animation Cels 

Various scenes from all commercials 


Well, that's the list! 


Remember there’s nothing better than 
collecting something you enjoy, especially 
if it happens to be a fang toothed, 
chocolate sucking monster and his 
undead fruit flavored buddies! 
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November 18 - 19 


Greensboro Coliseum Complex 
Greensboro, NC 
Saturday 9-4 * Sunday 10-4 


— Over 600 Tables — 


1 ROOM ¢ 59,000 sq. ft 


Featuring antique & collectible toys, dolls, 
ball cards, farm toys, banks, tin windups, 
battery ops, pressed steel, model trains, 
action figures, comic books, NASCAR toys 
and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

DOVE Daily General Admission $4.00 

EARLY ages 6-12 $1.00 
BUYERS PASS * 


— SPECIAL COMIC GUESTS — | 


BUZZ SETZER / Color Artist TERRY COLLINS / Writer 
Cat Woman & Deathstroke The “ick, Elf Guest, Ren & Stempy 
The Andy Griffrh Story 
AL BIGLEY / Artis: 4 Biography of andy’s Life 
Power Rangers & Batmon Animated 
encemiia BIL NEVILLE / Artist 
1819 EELER 20 | \ FAUVE / Artist of Into Rad The Tick, lf Quest, 
VALE, NC 28168 Cj Pin Up Artist of Razor & Shi Disney Adventures 
{704} 276-1670 ’ ey 
FAX (704) £75-993 | ne) BUDD ROOT / Creator & Artist SPECIAL BAD GIRL 
Cave Women BRING YOUR CAMERAS 


Formerly a Carotina Hobby Expo Production 
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COMPANY 


Loads of Cereal Advertisements, Quisp QuisP 


and Quake T-shirts and other premiums 
for sale or trade. 


Looking for cereal premiums, toys, rings, boxes, cels, watches or 
food premiums from the 60’s and 70’s featuring Quisp, Quake, 
Cap’n, Banana Splits, Moonstones, Grins&Smiles&Giggles&Laughs, 
Freakies, Sugar Bear, The Keebler Elf, Otter Pops, Atom Ant, 
Twinkles, Rocky & Bullwinkle, HR PufnStuf, Baron Von Redberry, 
Dick Dastardly and Muttley, Pink Panther and more! 


Ralph Stout, 1216 Mason Circle 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217) 344-4550 


Cereal Stuff! FREAKIES 


Booberry Glowing Lightswitch Figure MMERCIA 
Cookie Crisp Pencil Top APES Was 
Cookie Jarvis Flip-n-Fly 
Dig ‘Em Sticker 
Duncan Sugar Bear Yo-Yo 
Keebler Elf Magnet 
Kellogg’s Tattoos (Toucan etc.) MIP 
King Vitaman 1/2” Figure 
Lucky’s Jokes Mini-Boxes set of 3 
Pop Tarts R&L Stencil 
Quake Playmate Doll 
Sugar Bear Christmas Ornament 
Tastycake Puzzle Premium 
Tony Jr.’s Fun & Games Booklet 1975 $2 
: Great Cereals 
Frankenberry (New Cut-Out Mask Box!) $6 
Booberry (New Cut-Out Mask Box!) $6 
Count Chocula (New 3-D Box!) $6 
Quisp (same old box but stil! fun!) $5 
Kevin Meisner 
92B N. Bedford Street, Arlington, VA 22201 
703-527-3485 SliderKev@acl.com 


LS 


er 


Professionally Produced VHS Tape 
with Interview of the Creator of 
the Freakies, Jackie End, 9 full 
color Freakies Commercials and 
new cover art with a surprise at 
the end! 


To order send $19.95 plus $5 ship- 
ping and handling to Kevin 
Meisner, 92B North Bedford Street, 
Arlington, VA 22201. 
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EREAL BOX COSTUMES 1984 j Pater 
COUNT CHOCULA - $ 60.00 : 

FRANKENBERRY - $ 50.00 


i a 
uiied pence \felero and 

uppets Ga me 1970's 
if Set Pius Ball-s60.00 
Cunt (alone) -$30.00 
Early 70's Monster Cereal graphics on early 80's 
Canadian Monster Cereal mini flats, See Freakic 
Magnet #2, page 9 for photos. COUNT CHOCULA 
ov FRANKENBERRY - § 40.00 each, 


Sendall to: DUANE DIMOCK 3089-C Clairemont DR. # 202 Add § 4.09 
eewwRSan Diego CA 92117 call for sure - 619-276-5253 POSTAGE 
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Interview: Jim Wilson, 
Cereal Box Collector by Ken Thomsen 


Jim Wilson has one of the best cere- 
al box collections in the country! 
Listen up as Ken delves into what 
makes Jim tick! 


Ken Thomsen: Hi Jim, how 
are you doing tonight? 
Jim Wilson: Great Ken! 


KT: | love coming over here 
because | love seeing all your 
cereal boxes. How many do 
you have now? 

JW: 160-170, something like 
that. 


KT: Why cereal boxes? 

JW: They’re little works of 
art, | just like them. Some 
people like the fact that 
they're worth a lot of money 
but | just think they're cool. 
We're collecting peoples’ 
trash, This stuff’s supposed 
to be in the junk heap somewhere! 


KT: That's what makes them so valu- 
able. Most cereal boxes get thrown 
out. 

JW: | don’t know about you but | did- 
n't save any when | was a kid. 


KT: Nope, I’d cut out the back occa- 
sionally. Have you collected any other 
things? 

JW: | collect all sorts of things! TV 
related toys, TV Guides, games... 


KT: | see you still have the very first 
issue of TV Guide. 

JW: | like it. There’s something cool 
about having the first one. 


KT: What boxes do you remember 
from your childhood? 

JW: | remember Fruity Pebbles, 
Quisp, Pink Panther Flakes. That Pink 
Panther stuff made the milk turn pink! 


| remember having Baron Von 
Redberry once. Never had 
Grapefeliow though, The whole idea 
of grape cereal sounded nasty! 


peared 
a A 


KT: Do you base the boxes you want 
on what you had when you were a 
kid? 

JW: Well, not really. It's mainly the 
look. There’s no certain type I’m look- 
ing for. Cartoon stuff mostly. | mean | 
never had Krackos as a kid, It’s just so 
cool. 


KT: The ching that makes this so 
interesting is that you’re a normal guy. 
You're not a big shot buyer/seller with 
a shop or anything like that. | guess if 
you can have this type of awesome 
collection other normal people can, 
too. 

JW: If they want it bad enough they 
can. | gave up a whole lot of good stuff 
to get these boxes. 


KT: What's the best thing you had to 
give up? 

JW: Probably a Munsters Cast-ex Five 
set - little molds that you can make Jit- 


tle Munster guys with - and it was 
near mint. Dave Gutterman from 
Quake got most of my toys (See 
Interview: Dave Gutterman, Quake 
Collectibles in FM#2). | held on toa 
lot of great stuff for a long 
time, but cereal boxes to me 
are cooler, 


KT: So, your toys had they're 
time. Will your boxes have 
their time too? 

-| JW: Well, I've always been 
impressed by collections with 
4H a focus. I've always looked for 
§] just one thing | liked better 
than anything else, and cere- 
al’s it! 


KT: Is that why you're focus- 
ing even more? Not too long 
ago you had a lot of advertis- 
ing figures, premiums and 
bowls. 

JW: Like you said, !’m a regular guy. 
I'm not wealthy. | had to make a 
choice - should | collect cereal in gen- 
eral - or strictly cereal boxes. If you 
try to collect three things you're 
spreading your resources three ways. 
It’s easier for a regular guy to collect 
just one. Also, there's just something 
about a whole bunch of the same thing 
in one big pile - pocket knives, watch- 
es - | don’t care what it is. If you have 
a big pile of them, that’s appealing. 


KT: What was your first cereal box? 
JW: A full Winnie the Pooh Honey 
Crunchers. A guy | knew cleaned out a 
neighbor lady’s garage and she said he 
could have anything he wanted from 
the garage. The cereal box was there 
along with a mint unopened Beverly 
Hillbillies Truck model kis. | turned 
that into a cereal box somewhere 
down the line. 
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KT: I've often heard you talk about 
“old soldiers,” what's that? 

JW: Well, that’s my term for a used 
box. An “old soldier” was a box of 
cereal - mom bought it, junior ate it 
and it should have gone right in the 
trash but for some reason it didn’t. It’s 
that much more amazing. It’s not sup- 
posed to be here and on top of that | 
got it! It just adds something for me. 
Once | traded a mint 
flat Smaxie Seal for a 
used one and another 
box. | wanted the old 
one more. Missing 
flaps and that sort of 
thing bother a lot of 
collectors. | can live 
with that as long as 
the box isn’t com- 
pletely destroyed. 


KT: | notice you have 
5 Quisp boxes. Why 
5, the characters are 
all the same? 

JW: They were 
there. That has a lot 
to do with it - avail- 
ability. | have three of 
the same Sugar 
Crisps - the backs are 
different. They were 
sitting there, they were available. 


KT: Do you ever think of trading your 
duplicates? 

JW: | haven't seen anything | want to 
trade for them. That’s the difference 
between collecting cereal boxes and 
other stuff - it never enters my mind 
to trade. 


KT: What’s your most expensive box? 
JW: Putting numbers on stuff is hard 
to do, Quake Collectibles has a Quake 
box for sale for $800. So it would be 
either that one or the Yogi Cornflakes 
Birthday box and the comic it came 
with. 


KT: | would also put the mint flat 
Triple Snax with Boo Boo, the Dudley 
Do-Right Frosty-O’s and the Pink 
Panther Flakes up there as well. 


JW: It’s hard to put prices on the stuff. 
| don’t buy them for the money. 


KT: Do you have any “grail” boxes, 
boxes you've looked for for ages? 

JW: Any of the Hanna-Barbera boxes, 
because | never thought |’d have them, 
especially the Yogi Birthday Box. 


KT: Do you have any “grails” left? 


Some of Jim’s awesome cereal boxes! 


JW: Oh yeah! The Wheat Hearts with 
Sherman and Peabody, the Frosty-O’s 
with Chummly on it. The ultimate 
would be the Yellow Submarine box. !t 
combines Beatles and cereal. 


KT: ve noticed that of all the collec- 
tions you've liquidated the Beatles 
stuff remains untouched. 

JW: The Beatles are childhood, the 
greatest Rock-n-Roll band that ever 
was. It's a magic thing, | love 
Beatlefest. 


KT: Do you think working in the 
comic shop has helped you? Have you 
gotten any connections here? 

JW: !'ve met people who know people 
who know people. It’s all connected. 
No boxes have walked through the 
door, but the store taught me how to 
make a deal. There was a time where 


] wouldn't bicker over prices because | 
didn’t want to talk to people. Now | 
have to talk to people. 


KT: | see a few boxes that don’t seem 
to fit. You seem to collect from a cer- 
tain era. 

JW: Early Sixties to mid-Seventies. | 
aim for what's available and what's 
cool. Want to hear an ironic story? A 
few years ago | went 
to a store and saw 
the first Morning 
Funnies cereal was on 
the shelf and | looked 
at it and thought, "A 
collectible cereal box, 
that is the stupidest 
thing I’ve ever heard 
of. | am not going to 
collect cereal boxes.” 


KT: Has Toy Shop 
helped you at all? 
JW: Sure, I've bought 
a bunch of stuff from 
R.H. Bruce along with 
a few others. But 
honestly, 75% of 
what I’ve got has 
come from Dave 
Gutterman one way 
or another. 


KT: Did you make any contacts at 
Quake’s Cereal Convention? 

JW: Not really, but | met some very 
interesting people. It was great to 
meet other people who are as pas- 
sionate about cereal boxes as | am! 


KT: One of the best days in my col- 
lecting life was when | found out about 
Quake. A whole store that specializes 
in what | collect! 

JW: We are fortunate to have Dave, | 
can’t emphasize that enough! There 
are tons of antique malls and a few toy 
shops but none other than Quake that 
really deal with cereal collecting. 


KT: Any final words? . 
JW: | just want to give out my com- 
puter address: Crunch@ice.net. 
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Show and Tell 


By Chris Orlando 


| have wanted to write an article for The Magnet 
since its inception. I’ve decided to write about 
things | like because that is what | know best. I'll 
break it down like this: things | want to show you 
and things | want to tell you about, hence, the 
name, “SHOW AND TELL.” | encourage other col- 
lectors to make similar contributions, i.e., pictures 
of 60’s and 70’s premiums, artwork, etc. | enjoyed 
Bud Deegan’s pictures of his sculpture last issue. | 
know world infamous Duane Dimock was working 
on some miniature Freakies. Hopefully we can see 
them one day in the magazine, or perhaps in a very 
special season premier of FAMILY MATTERS 
when Urkel shrinks himself down again and the 
Freakies say “gobble, gobble, gobble, gobble, we 
accept you as one of us” (Freaks reverence). Let 
us begin again. 


SHOW 


Here are some unusual premiums out of my col- 
lection. The story is that they are early 1970 
Hanna Barbera figurines from Canada. | picked 
them up from a dealer in the New York area three 
years ago and have little information other than 
there are approximately 26 in a set. It’s a great set 
with obscure characters never realized in 3 dimen- 
sional form and | thought they might be worth 
looking at: 


Top: Ranger Smith, Granny Goodness, Morocco 
Mole, Ricochet Rabbit, Touche Turtle, Dum Dum, 
Top Cat. Bottom: Maggilla Gorilla, Mr. Peebles, Mr. 
Twiddle (from Wally Gator), Hardy Har Har, Lippy 


Lion, Peter Potomas, Baba Louie. Not pictured 
that | own: Winsome Witch, Yogi Bear, Precious 
Pup, Officer Dibble. 


Some obvious gaps that | don’t have are Squidly 
Diddly, Secret Squirrel, Quick Draw, Wally Gator 
and Droop-A-Long. | heard there was also Atom 
Ant, Benny The Ball and Choo-Choo from the Top 
Cat gang. If you have any information on any of 
these please pass it along as I’m curious. 


TELL 

There is an underground artist, XNO. | have seen 
his work in galleries in Los Angeles as well as at 
the SAN DIEGO COMIC CONVENTION. He’s 
also had feature articles in Art Alternative maga- 
zine. 


His work is often based on 60's and 70’s pop cul- 
ture images reinterpreted with his own unique 
style. Some of his work is based on Breakfast 
Cereal images like Monster Cereal characters as 
well as my favorite, Crispy Creatures which fea- 
tures Quisp frying with his ray gun a human enjoy- 
ing a bit of cereal. Sort of Mars Attacks with 
Quisp, works for me. | know that there is a shirt 
based on this painting available at Soap Plant, a 
store in Los Angeles. Check it out. 


SHOW 
| just got back from Los Angeles, While | was out 
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there | attended the 4th Annual Inkslingers Ball. | 
decided to break skin. Quisp is my first in a series 
of tattoos. Next will be 4 Monster Cereal boxes 
forming an arm band followed by a Freakie band. 
The response as the show was great. All the kids 
attending the show nostalgically looked on, jealous 
that they didn’t think of it first. So remember, in a 
room full of bikers, gang members and deviants 
with tattoos of skulls, aliens and Jesus, there is 
always room for Quisp. 


TELL 
There is a breakfast cereal related model kit out 
there; at least sort of. 


It’s from a company called Mad Labs, and is 
sculpted by Mike Parks. Mike’s work always has 
comic overtones and specializes in super deformed 
style model kits. Super deformed models are usu- 
ally 4” to 5” in height and are made in resin and 
need assembly and painting. 


His sculpture is based on the Monster “EARTH VS. 
CLIFF” with the head of Quisp. It retails for 
$20.00 plus shipping. It is a great sculpture! Easy to 
put together, so like my good psychic friend, Rip 
Taylor, would say, “What are you waiting for?” 
Mad Labs distributor is Puff-N-Stuff Model Kits. 
They advertise in Toy Shop or you can call them at 
(412) 523-8444. Ask for Mad Labs “EARTH VS. 
CLIFF” or “EARTH VS. QUISP” It’s the same kit. 
Sometimes it is advertised under different names. 


SHOW 


| wanted to show you some 
custom Pez. They are my 
babies. I’ve done a lot of differ- 
ent characters ranging from the 
Cat in the Hat to Herman 
Munster. My favorites have 
been the Breakfast Cereal relat- 
ed ones. | sculpt them with 
super sculpy and sometimes | 
make molds and copies in resin. 
That means there are few out 
there. Sometimes | just make 
one of a kinds. 


They were all hand made and 


hand painted, working models 
that dispense Pez. I’ve stopped 
producing them for now, but 
you could check with Steve 
Glew for some. He had a few a 
while back. 


In resin | did Quisp and 

Frankenberry. As one of a kinds 

| did Chocula (my favorite), Boo 

Berry, Boss Moss and Quake. | 

may consider doing some one 
of a kinds in the future if | find 

| the time. 


BIO 


Chris Orlando has been col- 
lecting stuff for 10 years 
focusing on Breakfast Cereal 
and Hanna Barbera toys. 


Having an art background I’ve 
always pursued art’s relation- 
ship with “The Silly American 
Pop Culture.” As the French 
say, they also say “Oui.” 
Making Jewelry, sculpture and 
other things related to these 
images. 


GOAL 


To produce plastic toy premiums on my own (in 
close). Expect Glow in the Dark Freakies. 


SECRET SHAME 


High point of my last vacation was finding Twisty 
Spoon premium in Trix. It’s really an embarrassing 
obsession, isn’t it? 


Thanks for listening! | hope it was fun. | can be 
reached by writing to Chris Orlando, 701 N. 
MacQuesten Parkway, Suite 130, Mt. Vernon,NY 
10552-2112. 
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Quisp Flip Top 1975 EX $140 
Rice Krinkles 60’s VG $100 


Underdog Bank ee $45 
| Goofy Grape Pitcher Unpainted $50 
| Goofy Grape Pitcher VG $65 


Funny Face Packs - All Full 
Goofy Grape 1965 Mint $25 


Loud Mouth Punch ‘70 NM $25 
Cap’n Black Cherry ‘70 NM $25 
Lefty Lemon ‘70 EX $20 
Lefty Lemon ‘72 NM $25 
Choo Choo Cherry ‘72 EX $20 
Chilly Cherry Cola ‘72 EX $20 


Banana Solits 
Fleegle Plastic Sutton EX $75 
Boxed Puzzle VG $35 


‘un FACE 


Twinkles Partial Boxes 
3 Different $95 Each 


Funny Face Banner 
Six Feet Tall 
Orange and Blue 
Call For Info. 


Pufnstuf Poster (Movie) 
Psychadelic Blacklight Poster 
Near Mint $75 ppd. 


Dr. Seuss Zoo Models 
2 Diff. Loose 


$95 Each Nits 19 Diff. 


Smail Holes in Backs 
$125 All 


DAN GOODSELL AND STEVE RODEN 
Box 342 CULVER City, CA $0232 (310) 815-0465 
CALL TO RESERVE. POSTAGE IS $3. CHECKS TO DAN GOODSELL 


i REE EEEEEEEEEEESEE EEE 
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ISEND WANT LISTS. WE ARE ALLWAYS BUYING BOXES, PREMIUMS, ETC. 
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Eating Cereal at your Problem: 


Computer again? 
You just inherited an attic 
e 
EAT THIS: full of old cereal boxes and 
prizes. The housing inspec- 
tor is threatening to take 
New and Improved Jim Wilson Crunch you and your attic to the 
Page featuring full-color cereal boxes 1 | ' h 
from the 60’s and 70’s Ocal dump! What do you 


do? 


Solution: 


Reach the hard-core cereal 
collectors with a custom dis- 
play ad in The Freakie 
Magnet! 

Rates are listed on page 4 of this 
issue. All orders must be prepaid. 
Call us to reserve your space at 
703-527-3485. 


http://www.ice.net/~crunch/ 


Cal Ripkin Jr. Wheaties Boxes with 
error, Cal missing logo on shirt! 
$25 each includes shipping! To 
order call: Paul Nightingale, 16716 
Old National Pike, Frostburg, MD 
21532; 301-689-0229. You won’t 
find these at the grocery store! 


MARK PEDERSON 
2948 N.E. GLISAN 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97232 
503-233-8915 


Fruity Figures: Sugar Coated Spoons 
Baking Soda Frogman (in cello) $15.00 & Bowlhangers: 

Cap'n Crunch Squirter $5.00 
Cap'n Crunch Soggies Squirter $7.50 
Cap'n Crunch Soggies, Sogger $3.50 


Advertising Deadlines: 


Winter 95 - Dec I, 1995 
Disney in the Afternoon 4 pack Spring ‘96 - Mar I, 1996 
(great pictures on back) $15.00 Fe Spoon $5.00 3 
Flintstones Pebbles Dinosaur set Winnie che Pooh Spoon Sitters Summer ‘96 - June I, 1996 


1990 (5 color changing) $7.50 papers 
1990 (5 Painted) $5.00 C. Robbin, Pooh, Eeore, each $15.00 


1992 (4 Painted} $5.00 Misc. with 
Rreakies Figures..each $10.00 Marshmellows: upport our 
Preakles Magness,:each $10.00 a tiwinkle/Cheerios plate 

f e 
Miod!Og caveman gellew) $1000, C7igietade) 2000 Magazine! 
= “O Flinestones Rolly Polys (Fred. Wilma ° 


Super Hero Krispies 


Indian in the Cupboard 

Set of 4 Spoons $10.00 
Lion King Spoon (Kimba) in cello $7.50 
Sonny Cuckoo ewirly Spoon $3.50 


Dino) 1960's, each $8.00 
sug mcr PoP) $5.00 elec ; 7 
; < (Snap. Crackle, Pop) 1970 $15.00 Ad t r=] 
Sereamin’ Yellow Zonkers, each $7.50 sit 1p for Breakfast Pencil Set ver is in 


Screamin’ Yellow Zonkers ; 
Tony Tiger Bobbers, each $3.00 sa es aa $10.00 h r= Frea ki r= 
Toolie Bird (Screwdriver) $15.00 ‘ 


Tony Tiger Cookie Jar C-8 $85.00 


Please call for availability of items. We accept VISA/Mastercard, Checks and M r= | n et | 
Money Orders. Postage and handling is $4.00 e 
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Comes fae Oe a 


Note from England: 


To Allat The Freakie Magner, it's 
been some time since | wrote last 
and many cereal promotions have 
past. Please find enclosed a set of 
Star Trek boxes and a Batman 
Box for you. The card sets are 
hard to make up and retail here 
for about $30 for the set of ten 
cards. Other promotions we've 
had include Sugar Puffs - X Men, 
Weetos - Animaniacs figures, 
Weetos Warner Bros, figures, 
Ready Brek Snow White cards 
and Power Rangers in Frosties. If 
any of you want any I'd be willing 
to trade for any film-related 
boxes. Are there any more 
Batman Forever boxes if so could 
we trade for them? If you could 
print my address for pen pals I'd 
be grateful. All my best, Darren 
Goodwin, 16 Dorothy Powell 
Way, Walggrave, Coventry, CV2 
2TN, England. 

Darren, Thanks man! I’ve 
added you to the Freakie 
Magnet database for a year’s 
subscription in exchange for the 
cool boxes. Enjoy it and t hope 
you get lots of great trades! - 


Kev 
Wanted: 


Big Fan seeking twinkles box or 
copy and related items: Linus the 
lionhearted game and coloring 
book; Post Corn Flakes and 
Blueberries or other fruit boxes 
from 1966; Fizzies, Nestles Keen, 
King Stirs & Funny Face. Have 
television commercials including 
TWinkles, Quisp and Quake, 
Cap'n Crunch and others, plus 
two complete Linus the 
Lionhearted shows to trade for 
other needed video. Ask for 
video catalogue. Scot Ennis, 337- 


Sic 


B South Sunset, Ridgecrest, CA 
93555, 619-371-1089. 


Mini Monsters! YES! 


15003-1760 or call 412-266- 
7848. 


Buying your Han Solo Storm 
Trooper from Fruit Loops for 
$12. Duane Dimock, 3089C. 
Clairemont Dr. #202, San Diego, 
CA 92117. 619-276-5253. 
Canadian premiums wanted 
Monkees & Banana Splits rings, 
Cap’n Crunch figures, Disney 
premiums from Robin Hood, 
Aristocrats, Black Hole, 
Computer Wore Tennis Shoes, 
Love bug, Pete’s Dragon, etc. 
Buy or trade premiums from 
Quisp, Cap'n Crunch, 
Frankenberry, Disney, Freakies, 
etc, Roland Coover, 1537 E. 
Strasburg Rd., West Chester, PA 
19380, 610-692-3112. 

Tards of Ben Hogan and Sam 
Snead from 1950's Wheaties 
boxes wanted. Cards appeared 
‘on the back of the boxes. Steven 
Griffith, 9859 7H-10 West, Ste. 
245, San Antonio, TX 78230. 
210-697-886 | 

Cereal box collector wants to 
trade with others. Any U.S. 
regionals or foreign country 
boxes for my regional or USA 
boxes. Send sale/want lists. Bryan 
George, RO. Box 567, Fremont, 
CA 94537-0567. 

Cereal items wanted: Quisp, 
Quake, & Cap'n Crunch rings, 
Cap'n Kaleidoscope, Cap'n 
Guppy Ship, Banana Splits rings 
or premiums, Moonstones cars 
‘or magnets, Giggles walker, Ralph 
Stout, 1216 Mason Circle, 
Urbana, IL 61801. 217-344-4550. 
Cereal items wanted: Sports 
cereal boxes and others! Need 
Vanessa Williams, Mary Lou 
Retton, Waiter Peyton, Mr. T. 
Send list and prices to Ed Cassidy, 
1018 Laurel Street, Ambridge, PA 


Cereal Premiums wanted! 
Looking for Freakies flip-n-flys, 
mug and bow! set, clock, rubber 
figures. Also premiums from Jay 
Ward (Bullwinkle, Underdog....), 
Monster Cereals, Quisp/Quake 
and H.R. Puf-n-Stuf. Call early 
evening PST or write Darren 
Wells, 1300 Rosanna Circle, Las 
Vegas, NV 89117. 702-363-3500. 
Commercials wanted for Quisp/ 
Quake, Grapefellow, Monster 
Cereals, Funny Face. Looking for 
Soldiers of the Ages gold plastic 
toys and Quisp bank. Call Doug 
Mark, 905-689-3722 EST. 
Dastardly and Mutley telescope 
and bi-planes, Post crispy critters 
snap-together plastic animals, 
H.R. Pufnstuf flute, Banana Splits, 
Quisp and Quake, vintage Cap’n 
Crunch items especially rings, 
foreign Hanna Barbera and 
Looney Toons figural premiums 
Any Underdog, Hoppity Hooper, 
Mighty Hercules, Funny 
‘Company. Ed Chernesky, 401- 
831-7705. 177 Laurel Avenue, 
Providence, RI02906. 
Desperately Seeking... Shmoos 
and Rat Finks! Call me today! Lou 
Ann Belmont, 302-737-2707. 66 
#2C Abbey Lane, Newark, DE 
19711 


Editor’s Message: 


Freakies stuff wanted especially 
Sew-on patches! Mike Howlett, 
101 Spring Street, Cambridge, 
Freakies Wanted: iron-on patch 
es, cloth patches, Hamhose mag- 
net, boats, other rare Freakies. 
Bud Deegan, 4404 N. Montana, 
Portland, OR 97217. 

Freakies Wanted! Figures, patch- 
es, boats, flip-n-flys, magnets, 
rings, repro boxes, commercials - 
Anything! Robert Wood, 2516 
Kenilworth, Cleveland Heights, 
OH 44106. 216-397-7537, 
Funny Face wanted - fan club, 
buttons, drink stand, packages, 
store displays, booklets, etc. Top 
prices paid for items | don't have. 
Thanks! Dan Goodsell, RO. Box 
342, Culver City, CA 90232, 310- 
815-0465, 

Goody Goody boat wanted to 
complete set. Also want any pre- 
mium from Klondike Pete's 
Crunchy Nuggets. Contact 
Richard Fenick, 108! Merillon 
Ave., Westbury, NY 11590. 516- 
338-0655. 

Halloween boxes/food packaging, 
Batman, Addams Family on 
Canadian Post Cereals 1992; 
Canadian Cap'n Crunch 
Rubdown booklets 1983; A&W 
Burger Family items. Len 
Goldberg, Box 64284. Ottawa, 
Canada KIY 4V2, (613) 798-8037. 


Classified advertising in The Freakie Magnet is FREE to sub- 
scribers! With your.paid subscription you get 30 words in the 
“wanted” section and 30 words in the “for sale” section. 
“Wanted” ads remain unchanged for the duration of your 


subscription unless you specify otherwise. “For safe” ads are 
deleted with each new issue unless you specify otherwise. 
Feel free to update your classified advertisemerits regularly. If 
you don't see your-ad here call us today-and we'll make sure 
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Josie and the Pussycats erasers, 
Dick Dastardly Biplanes, Archie’s 
Jalopy and Jungle Book spaon rid- 
ers wanted! | also collect adver- 
tising dolls, figurines and com- 
mercials on video tape. Call 
Oscar, 213-483-5683 or write 
1812 Grafton Street, Los Angeles 
CA, 90026 

Monster Cereal items Wanted! 
Especially need Fruit Brute Secret 
Compartment ring and Booberry 
flat mini-monster. Kevin Meisner, 
703-527-3485, 

Moonstone racers and magnets. 
cornelius sugarcoat walker, tigger 
bowlhanger, Cap'n Crunch 
springheads, Quake stickers, 
Quispmobile wanted. Jim Rash. 
135 Alder Avenue, Egg Harbor 
Township, NJ 08234-9302. 609- 
485-7644 days, 609-646-4125 
eves, Thanks! 

Now buying or trading for any- 
thing relating to the Monster 
Cereals, Count Chocula, 
Frankenberry, BooBerry, Fruit 
Brute and Yummy Mummy. Need 
all boxes, premiums, rings, ads, 
dolls, figures, cups, t-shirts, etc. 
Absolutely anything. Call today! 
Ronnie Salinas Jr, PO, Box 1313 
Morgan Hill, CA 95038. 408-779- 
2753, 

Original Batman and D. Dastardly 
prizes wanted. Also paper copies 
of cereal boxes: 60s and 70s 
Quisp, Batman, D. Dastardly and 
box with Robin Hood giveaway 
figures. Mike Alt, 6550 South 400 
West, Berne, Indiana 46711. 219- 
334-5215. 

Paying cash for Quisp figural ring, 
Quisp “spear shooting” mobile, & 
other Quisp/Quake items. Mike 
Blanchard, 1926 Valley Park 
Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 5061 3. 
319-266-6039. 

Plastic Cereal premiurns wanted, 
also any Funny Face premiums or 
old Hostess characters. Ken 
Thomsen, 624 E. Mulberry, Apt. 
2, Bloomington, IL 61701, 309- 
827-2549. 

Toolie Birds, Quisp and Quake 
wanted! Also Quisp rings; Cap'n 
Crunch rings; Funny Face walk- 
ers; Grins/Smiles; all 1960s-70s 
cereal premiums wanted! Aaron 
Sultan, 3201 Arrowwood Drive, 
Raleigh, NC 27604. 919-954- 
7M, 


Wacky Races, Dastardly and 
Muttley, Archies, H.R. Puinstuf 
premiums wanted. Steve Wann, 
9107 Covered Bridge Road, 
Baltimore, MD 21234. 
Wanted: Cereal Boxes, especially 
Linus's, Crispy Critters, Twinkles, 
Frosty-O’s ; Cereal premiums, 
anything from the 60's-70's; Linus 
the Lionhearted board game. Will 
buy or trade. Call Gary Miles 
717-684-6054, 28 North 5th 
Street, Columbia. PA 17512. 
Wanted: Freakies Rings made of 
Freakie plastic, Hamhose clip-on 
medal, and rubber Grumble doll! 
Call Tim at 520-722-3472 
‘evenings are best! 
Wanted: Kellogg's Baking Soda 
Frogmen. Mark Trumper, #12 
Copperfield Lane, Charleston, IL 
61920, 217-345-7162. 
Wanted: Monster Cereal items, 
Josies spoons, erasers, Dastardly 
items and any Addams Family. 
Munsters items. Chris Orlando, 
701 N. Macquesten Parkway, 
Cereal Box 130, Mt. Vernon, NY 
10552. 914-665-0311. 
Wanted: Quisp bank, laser light; 
Quake helmet, print set, tele- 
scope, explorer’s kit, etc; Cap'n 
Crunch Guppy Ship, rings; and alt 
Moonstones, Grins Giggles, Buck 
Rogers and other early space pre- 
miums and toys. Write Anthony 
Ingoglia, Box 2956, Setauket, NY 
11733. Or call 516-473-5144 
anytime before 10 PM EST. 
Wanted: Sports cereal boxes, also 
have sports cereal boxes to sell 
or trade. Need Vanessa Williams 
and Ralston's WWF Superstars 
Hulk Hogan cereal boxes. Call Ed 
412-266-7848 or write at 1018 
Laurel Street, Ambridge, PA 
15003-1760. 
WANTED: Steve Urkel’s 
“Urkelos” cereal box & any varia- 
tions. Also want Liddle Kiddles 
anything. Laura Miller, 3639 
Fourth Avenue, La Crescenta, CA 
91214. (818) 957-3207. 
Wanted to buy: Anything PETER 
MAX products from the 60's or 
anything related to EVIL KNIEV- 
EL. Also old skateboards from 
the 60’s and 70's (metal, wood or 
plastic decks in good condition). 
Also interested in old skateboard- 
er magazines from the late 70's 
and early 80’s. Call Tony at 402- 
34-1400 of fax 402-341-2321. 


Wanted: Quisp, Quake and Funny 
Face premiums especially Quake 
Globe ring, Quake Volcano whis- 
tle ring and Funny Face paper 
items including packs. Ralph 
Stour, 12/6 Mason Circle, 
Urbana, IL 61801. 217-3 


Attention! All cereal box lovers: 
We have all kinds of cereal 
boxes-some full, some not. 
Ranging from the 40's to the pre- 
sent, all conditions, seme hard to 
find. All reasonably priced. Send 
SASE for free price list to: Herb 
Hastings, 1835 Hudson Road, 
Cambridge, MD 21613. 410-228- 
7252 

Batman on UK Sugar Puffs $10. 
Batman Animated on Canadian 
Lucky Charms flat $10. Baywatch 
on UK Golden Grahams $10. 
Duane Dimock is a necrophiliac. 
Shipping $4. Len (613) 798-8037. 
Cereal items for sale or trade: 
Wheaties; Jerry Rice, 49ers Corn 
Flakes; Roberto Clemente 
(Pittsburgh issue), Roberto 
Clemente (Puerto Rico), Issue 
"94: Quisp, King Vitaman, 
Frankenberry, Boo Berry, Count 
Chocula plus others. 412-266- 
7848 or EJ. Cassidy, 1018 Laurel 
Street, Ambridge, PA 15003- 
1760. 

Frostbite Falls Far-Flung Flier, 
quarterly zine on Jay Ward car- 
toons. Special double issue 
(7.4/8.1) on commercials for 
Cap'n Crunch, Quisp. Quake & 
King Vitamin: $5. Four issue sub- 
scription: $10. Gary David, RO. 
Box 39, Macedonia, OH 44056- 
0039. 


Grins, Smiles and Giggles color 
joke book premiums for sale. 3 
different available, $5 ea. Doug 
Mark, 905-689-3722 EST. 

Large selection of cereal items, 
rings. radio premiums, for sale or 
trade, Le. Quisp, Quake, Cap'n 
Crunch, Monster Cereals, Lucky 
Charms, Trix, CocoPuffs, etc, Cail 
or write Anthony Ingoglia, Box 
2956, Setauket, NY 11733. Call 
516-473-5144 anytime before 10 
PM EST. 

Monster Record, "Monster 
adventures in Outer Space,” 
1979, 523 post paid, Monster 
Cereal box “frig style” magnets, 
2” x 3” as seen on the cover of 
FM#5, $3 each. Call for availabili- 
ty. Len Goldberg is a scatologist, 
Duane Dimock, 3089C 
Clairemont Drive #202, San 
Diego, CA 92117, 619-276-5253. 
Quisp & Quake T-shirts for sale, 
$16 shipped. Ralph Stout, 1216 
Mason Circle, Urbana, IL 61801. 
217-344-4550. 

Send today for free price list of 
unopened and collapsed cereal 
boxes. A nice selection of 
unopened boxes including Mr. T, 
C-3PO's, Donutz, Freakies 
(1987), Jetsons, Hot Wheels, 
Urkel O's, Jerry Rice Wheaties, 
etc. Ted Grish, Box 360509, 

Milpitas, CA 95036. 

UK cereal boxes & premiums for 
sale or trade, (mainly film related) 
from Black Cauldron to Jurrasic 
Park- also interested in trading 
latest U.S. film and TV. related 
cereal boxes - contact Rick 
Harrop, 18 Royal Crescent, 
Willenhall, Coventry, England, 
CV3 3DZ. 


Scott Elkins, 215-887-41 iB. 
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How important is contemporary cereal box collecting? Cereal Boxes 
are graphic packaging from one of the most powerful influences on 
American children, Harkening back to the mass market commercia!- 
ization of the 1950's, which lead to the pop art movement of the 
1960's, that segued into the cereal character explosion of the 1970's, 
cereal boxes embody the historical significance of Americana, nostalgia 
and social trends. So why isn’t 
everybody collecting them? 


To collect cereal boxes, a person 
needs to reconsider what's being 
Taught about “objects,” disposable 
packaging (garbage) and the 
methodology of determining 
“value.” 


First, the object of the cereal box 
is the food product. Yet the iden- 
tification of the food product is 
the box! The object “cereal” is 
inseparable from the packaging. 
Remove the food product from 
the box and the cereal box is still 
recognizable as “cereal,” Remove 
the box and leave the bagged 
cereal and you've just defused the cereal’s identity. The box is the 
identity of the product. 


Second, when the food is gone, we throw the packaging away! This 
was so obvious to consumers when CD's became popular, that huge 
amounts of product packaging were being wasted, it prompted the 
“ban the box” movement which lead to CD's being sold as the plastic 
cases they're held in, 


Third, toy collector’s emphasize that for a toy to have its maximum 
Value it must be in the original box or on the product display card. 
With cereal, the box is the focus of the product. So what can a collec- 
tor use to establish the “value” of a breakfast cereal experience? It's 
been established that the cereal food itself is incidental to the product's 
identification. The consumer is buying a box, a character recognition, 
and probably responding to a heavy television commercial saturation, 
tie-in with some major motion picture, toy manufacturer or television 
show. Furthermore, cereal boxes offer the consumer an exclusive 
opportunity to acquire premiums, toys and “fun.” As a movie poster 
graphically intrigues the consumer, the poster becomes symbolic of the 
film experience after the film, The cereal box is the evidence of a buy- 
ing decision based on some passionate identification and interaction by 
the customer, So to establish the “value” of that product it’s necessary 
to judge how relevant a cereal campaign is to its moment in history. 
How important were Masters of the Universe in 1985? How impor- 
tant was Welcome Back Kotter in |975? How important were 
Hanna-Barbera cartoons in 1965? How important are Power 
Rangers in 1995? Star Wars was pretty popular in 1978, Empire 
Strikes Back in ‘8| and Return of the Jedi in ‘84. How important is 
Star Wars in 1995? How important will it be, in retrospect, when a 


new trilogy begins in 1997? With this in mind, consider the importance 
(relevance, value) of this issue's half dozen Gnarly New... 


|. FROOT LOOPS Exclusive! Star Wars Han Solo Stormtrooper 
mail-in offer! Kenner produced over 100 action figures for the Star 
Wars series. This is the first time they've offered Han Solo dressed as a 
stormtrooper. This scene, from the first film, takes us all the way back 
to the origins of the Star Wars figures, Figure collectors began sending 
away for this premium immediately! With only two proofs of purchase 
necessary, it’s a shoe-in for the most remembered send-away of 1995! 
Because the figure will arrive in a generic mailing box, the “card” for 
this action figure is actually the back of the FROOT LOOPS box. . . 
Which millions of kids are throwing away! 


2. SPIDER-MAN Fleer Card in-pack. The sequel to last year’s 
COOKIE CRISP Spider-man the Animated Series card set, this new 
character cereal features 5 new in-pack cards to collect. A line of 
Spider-man products are pictured on the back, including a CD-rom. 
There are beautiful color graphics all over 
the box! It is rumored that the 3-D glasses 
from the new Count Chocula box work 
on this box! This box will probably be #1 
in the next issue! 


3. CORN POPS Star Wars video pro- 
motion, In addition to picturing the Star 
Wars video trilogy, featuring all new art- 
work for this release, the CORN POPS 
box offers an exclusive Making of Star 
Wars video which can be acquired for only 
2 proofs of purchase! That's cheap! Great 
graphics of Star 
Wars all over 
the box. 


4, APPLE JACKS Star Wars Dark 
| Horse comic book offer. There are a ; 
number of Star Wars comics, and collectors 
will want to complete their collections with 
this issue. This comic may not be an excle | 
sive offer. Great graphics on the box of the 
comic. Dark Horse Comics is the 
4) creator/publisher for the films The Mask, 

Tank Girl and Time Cop. They’re “in bed” 
with Hollywood. There may be some more Star Wars/Dark Horse 
projects before this is over! 


5. COUNT CHOCULA 3-D day-glo graphics. Count Chocula 
keeps us coming back for more. Following a briliant offering of foil 
boxes, this day-glo box jumps off the shelf. Heavy on the dark blue, 
the bright colors jump ail over the place! Very exciting graphics. | didn’t 
use the 3-D glasses, do they make it even cooler to look at? 


6. FRUITY PEBBLES Hot Wheels color changing offer. Mattel 
Hot Wheels brand are offering an exclusive Flintstones color-changing 


The Freakie Magnet 24 


car! Only 2 proofs of purchase. 
This comes at a time when ALL 
of the FRUITY PEBBLES boxes 
have been cool! Barney Rubble’s 
costume changes with every pre- 
mium change! This variation has 
made this line of boxes very excit- 
ing. Even more so with an exclu- 
sive toy offer, The only reason 
FRUITY PEBBLES is cooler than 
the same offer on COCOA PEB- 
BLES Is that the red box is more 
colorful than the brown box. 


Ideally, the collector is acquiring all 
of both PEBBLES boxes with the 
various Barneys! 


RECAP of last issue’s Gnarly: #| 
Batman Returns CORN POPS 
The Riddler. #2-#4 CORN 
POPS Batman, Two-Face, Robin. 
#5 CHEERIOS Pocahontas patch. 
#6 CAP'N CRUNCH Home Run 
Crunch. 


SALE LIST: 

‘. EB, Ring Juggling 

2. FB. Flat Figure 

3. FB, Eraser (original) 
4. FB. Totem Cup 

5. FB. Moving Eye Box 
6. C.C. Catch Mitt 

7. C.C. Eraser (original) 

8. C.C. Moving Eye Box 

9. C.C. Car 

10. B.B. Totem Cup 

11, B.B. Plane 

12. B.B. Halloween Costume 
13. FrBr. Vinyl Doll (has wear) 
14, Fr.Br. Sticker 

15. M.C. Activity Box 


Ronnie R. Salinas, Jr. 
P.O. Box 1313, Morgan Hill, CA 95038 
408-779-2753 


Pm currently buying or trading for any Monster Cereal merchandise, boxes, sendaways, in-packs, figures, posters, 
rings, cups, stickers, crayons, t-shirts, ads, commercials. Absolutely Anything! 


55.00 
15.00 
20.00 
15.00 
25.00 
22.00 


16. 
17. 


M.C. Card Games 
Bat Flat Figure 
M.C. Magnet (m.o.c.) 


. Skull Totem Cup 
|. M.C. Beach Towel 

- Merry Moon Magnet 

. Kellogg’s Frog Men 

. Daffy Dogs 

. Toolie Birds 

. Freakies 

. Freakie Patch Set 

. Cap'n Crunch Animation Cel 
. Quake Animation Cel 

|. Quisp Playmate Doil 

. Freakies Magnets 


10.00 
$25.00 
18.00 
15.00 
Trade 
15.00 
$20.00 
$10.00 
15,00 
15.00 
$150.00 
50.00 
$110.00 
90.00 
$16.00 


I have many other premiums and other toys for sale or trade. | especially need Frankenberry 
Leoking in the Mirror Flicker Ring. 
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HERE ARE JUST SOME OF THE 
STYLES OF CEREAL RELATED 
JEWELRY WERE UP 72. 


COUNT CHOCULA 

FRANK-N-BERRY 

eae + ALL ORDERS MUST TOTAL $24.00 OR MORE. YoU 

as CAN ORDER ANY COMBINATION OF ITEMS. 

Caen Genie PLEASE INOIGATE AN ALTERNATIVE SELECTION. JUST 
WN CASE WE ARE BACK GROERED ON A STYLE WE 

CAN STILL GET YOUR ORDER OUT QUICKLY. 


ALL IECES OF JEWELRY ARE + PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CHRIS ORLANDO. 


FINISHED WITH A PEWTER LOOK 
ai 
oe laeen te ner ene’ . OR PLEASE WRITE FOR R CATALOG, 
PLEASE SPECIFY WITH ORDER. ZANTE LTO. 
$8.90 EACH 701 N. MACQUESTEN PARKWAY 
CEREAL BOX 150 
MT. VERNON, NEW YORK 16552 
(914) 665-0711 


Subscribe to the Freakie Magnet! 


YES, | want the Freakie Magnet! I have enclosed 
$20 for a | year subscription! Start mine today! 


Name: 
Address 
City: State: Zip - 
Phone: E-Mail 


Send payment to: Kevin Meisner 
92B North Bedford Street, Arlington, VA 22201 


Order back issues 
of your favorite 
cereal collector’s 
magazine 


The Freakie 


Magnet! 


Back issues are 
$5 each while sup- 
plies last! 


Send payment to: 


KEVIN MEISNER 
92B N. Bedford St. 
Arlington, VA 22201 

703-527-3485 
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MéE J Vagiety’s 


BIZARRE PLAYTHINGS 
802 FIRST AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NJ O720I 
PHONE (908) 820-0082 * 24 HR. FAX (908) 289-1669 


~. Eg 


an 
i 
‘Ga, 
ee 
3° Gyro Racer Motorcycles, Com Flakes Camera, Canadian 
asst. styles, $5 each, dog, lion, mail away premium, really 
Cocoa Puffs mai] away cassette exc, works!, $3 each 


featuring Sonny, $5 each. 3 for 
$10, $24 dozen 


or Honey Comb cereal mail away 
1984 puffy stickers: 1982 Cereal Schoo! Sex. @ premium giant watch wall 
Froot Loops, Rice i 


‘Contains: Frankenberry, clock. over 4 ft. long! $25 


Krispies, Chuck E BooBerry, Count 
Cheese, Wendy's ‘Chocula, Pencil Case, 
Where's the Beef Sharpener; & Ruler, $19 
Lady. $5 pkg set 


MSCOLATES 


fs, 
int BE 


Apollo Chocolates Tin Advertsing Sign, pac Banas es 
Rack Sign, $9 each. We found an seh Se 1989 Kool eecaiben Big Boy vinyl bank Big Boy limited edi- 
unopened case of these signs wrapped Erasers Kad. Aid Wacky Fenway Park with burger or viny_ tion salt & pepper 
in newespaper dated 1951 facade Warehouse Bacon, $1 each, _e#d cloth body shakers, $20 ser, 10 
, ‘omic . 
Cracker acks, 10 for $7.50 doll, $16 each, 10 sets for $99 
#6,$1 for $79 


Doublemint,& — ach 100 


Lifesavers. $5 for $35, 
set 


Willow figure with green shirt variation. This 


B: h & 

Heaee Texaco Gas Station 1950s mai away pre- style was only available as a mail away from . 

Paint premium. Back to the mium from Billy Quaker Oats. $3 each. 10 for $15 2 a ct 2 SES 
y premium Future Hoverport & 2. Wagner’s pies. Official 1989 Topps 

Nveseh race cars, $7 set Billy Wagner Lariat in Nintendo cards, box 

by Fossil, $15 original mailer, $10 of 48 pgs for $3, fll 

each, 10 for each x E 

os case of 20 boxes $19 


ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: |) Checks or Money Orders payable to: M&J Variety. 2) Postage extra 
on all orders. Minimum $4.00. 3) $20.00 minimum charge card orders. 
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